DUPLEIX INSTIGATES  NANDRAJ
in prison., and some other from :imong- that family came to the
throne. Thus the Padshah was helpless in the hands of the
amirs, who agreed among themselves and seated on the throne
whomsoever they liked. Thus every day they brought one
prince from Salimgaclh, which was the prison-house for the
princes, seated him on the throne and carried back his predeces-
sor. In these circumstances every one of the neighbouring
rulers, bound the waist of his independence, and Hindustan was
thus broken up among the kings of the provinces into which as
empire it had been divided. The Mahrattas who were no better
than zamindars found themselves rulers over great tracts of the
kingdom. In like manner Salabat Jang, after attaining the
authority over the Deccan, beat the drum of his fame and held
authority without any hindrance. The French attained
strength to do what they liked.
After these events M. Dupleix suddenly joined the other
zamindars who according to the orders of the Emperor
and the Nawwab Asafu'd-Dawla Bahadur, the Wazlr, had
followed and helped Hazrat-i-Acla, M. Dupleix took the
opportunity, and instigated Karachurl Nandraj to ask for
the grant of the fort of Trichinopolyi, i.e., Nattharnagar
in return for the troubles he took in helping Hazrat-i-Ala,
to hand it over to Murari Rao its former possessor, and
advised him that the refusal might be made the cause for
war. In accordance with this advice of M. Dupleix, Karachurl
(1) M. Dupleix was secretly negotiating with Nanja Raja and Murari
Rao. Captain Dalton suspected this and wrote about the behaviour o£ Nanja
Raja to Madras. The discontentment of the Mysore troops with Muhammad
All also was fomented by M. Dupleix. The Mysoreans conspired with some
of the Nawwab's captains and made a surprise attack on Trichinopoly in
December when there were already 700 of their own men in the garrison of
the fort. But they retired soon when their camp was attacked in the night by
Dalton. The English and the Nawwab turned out the 700 Mysoreans who
were in the Trichinopoly fort and detained as a hostage Gopal Raj, the junior
brother of Nanja Raja, who commanded the troops.
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